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2 life sentences in Glen Burnie murder-for-hire

By HEATHER RAWLYK, Staff Writer | Posted: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 12:00 am

A 25-year-old man received two consecutive life sentences Tuesday for slaying a Glen Burnie dentist

in a murder-for-hire plot concocted to cover his cousin’s theft scheme.

Dante Jeter, of Baltimore, will have no possibility of parole for the first life term and was sentenced

to an additional consecutive 30 years in prison for robbery and burglary convictions, also tied to the

Sept. 26, 2006, slaying of Dr. Albert Woonho Ro.

“I would suggest that if you would kill a total stranger without the slightest reason or provocation, that

anyone in the future who offends you is in grave, grave danger,” Judge Pamela L. North said before

handing down the sentence in front of a packed courtroom in county Circuit Court in Annapolis.

Jeter was convicted by a county jury in May of conspiracy to commit murder, felony first-degree

murder and related counts after a weeklong trial.

Testimony and evidence revealed Jeter was hired by his distant cousin, Shontay Hickman, a married

mother of three, to cover a months-long theft scheme at the practice, where she was a dental assistant.

Hickman, 37, said she stole $17,000 in insurance reimbursement checks from Ro. When the dentist

discovered the thefts, she paid Jeter $1,000 to kill him before Ro could turn her in.

Hickman said she drove Jeter and two unidentified men to the office, at 1414 Crain Highway, let them

in with a key and waited for Ro to return.

The dentist’s body was discovered hours later by county police, who were called to check on Ro after

he didn’t return home at 7 p.m. as usual. He was found bound, beaten and stabbed dozens of times to

the point where he was virtually unrecognizable, Assistant State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess said.

“This was overkill,” she said at Tuesday’s hearing.

Hickman pleaded guilty in February to first-degree murder and was sentenced by North to life in

prison without the possibility of parole. In exchange for her testimony at Jeter’s trial, her sentence

will be modified to life in prison with all but 40 years suspended.

Struggle to cope

Ro’s sons, Thomas, 25, and James, 26, who have attended multiple court hearings, could not bring

themselves to come to court Tuesday.

“They told us, ‘We simply cannot come here,’” Leitess said. “‘We cannot be in the same room as this

man who killed our father.’”



10/4/13 2 life sentences in Glen Burnie murder-for-hire - CapitalGazette.com: For The Record

www.capitalgazette.com/news/for_the_record/life-sentences-in-glen-burnie-murder-for-hire/article_078b24b2-be24-546a-be9f-ac18ddb06b9d.html?mode=print 2/2

Ro’s stepdaughter, Annie Kim, 30, spoke on her family’s behalf.

Struggling to speak through tears, she listed the things she misses most about her stepfather: his

playing guitar, their long talks over Starbucks, watching "American Idol," and how he had to explain the

rules of football to Kim every time they watched a Ravens game.

“I miss his colorful shirts and festive ties,” she said. “I missed him at my wedding.”

She said the family has had counseling and therapy and, nearly six years later, still struggles to trust

people and find joy in everyday life.

The family also struggles with the fact that two accomplices remain unidentified.

Leitess doubts Jeter will ever assist prosecutors or police in bringing the others to justice. She said

the case remains under investigation.

'Forfeited his life'

Ro’s killing was a cold case until mid-2010, when a fingerprint found on a box of toothbrushes inside

his office matched Jeter, who was jailed in Baltimore for an unrelated 2008 murder — over a $150

drug debt.

Jeter since has been convicted of that murder and sentenced to 60 years in prison.

Leitess urged North to give Jeter the maximum so he is not eligible for parole in 27 years.

“Murder for Dante Jeter is business, it’s not personal,” she said. “He has forfeited his right to life in

society.”


